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Terra Linda PTC Meeting
November 6, 2018
Meeting Minutes

	President
	Tamara Peters

	Vice President of Fundraising 
	Mike Baldwin/Jenn Collett  

	Treasurer 
	Brian Baldwin 

	Volunteer Coordinator 
	Rick Collett 

	Secretary 
	Emily Struthers

	Communications Coordinator
	Nicholas Peterka


Meeting called to order at 6:33PM
Meeting Minutes—Becky Seppala/Rick Collett

· Minutes from September meeting were reviewed

· Minutes approved as written

Introductions

· All attendees introduced themselves

Open Forum

· Brian Baldwin representing Devon Devicq’s request for funds
· “Go West” is a musical that the fourth graders can perform for Pioneer Days

· $120 for the performance kit

· Devon didn’t think it was appropriate to use her classroom funds since the musical will only be used for the fourth grade

· Motion to approve funding was approved

· Nicholas Peterka informed attendees that 2 volunteers have agreed to maintain the hallway bulletin boards and he will follow up with them

VP Fundraising Update—Jenn Collett

· Jog-A-Thon update
· We did it! Because of all your generous contributions, we exceeded our $25,000 goal. This will allow the PTC to continue to support enriching activities and programs for our staff and students. A huge thank you to the entire Terra Linda community for your wonderful support.
· Assuming the corporate matching all comes through and the expenses projected stay consistent, then the projected balance is $32, 029 (see attached spreadsheet)
· Pledge Star was very helpful and was emphasized this year—$21K in Pledge Star vs. the $14K last year, and it is a $995 fee, but seems to be worth it 
· Charity Dart and Jenn Collett will be stepping down as co-chairs, so spread the word about new chairs accepting the position—great for a team of people to share; would be best to start in the spring 
· Piccolo Mondo shopping days
· Once again this year, Piccolo Mondo is running their fundraising shopping days. The dates this year are 11/12 - 11/17. A flyer will come home this week.
· Easy ways to help Terra Linda throughout the year
· Amazon Smile
· Plan to do a lot of holiday shopping on Amazon? Did you know if you sign up for Amazon Smile and choose Terra Linda, our PTC will earn a percentage of all your eligible purchases?  More information here:  https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0
· Bottles/Cans at Bales Cedar Mill Market Place
· Bales Cedar Mill Market Place will take all your refundable bottles and cans and donate the proceeds to the Terra Linda PTC. Just put the bottles and cans in the labeled bin in the check-out area. It is as easy as that!
· BoxTops
· We collect box tops as part of the BoxTops for Education program all year long. There is a collection bin in the front office. For every box top collected, Terra Linda PTC receives $.10. Here is a link to the many products that participate in the program: https://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/participating-products
· Staff appreciation update
· Thank you to all the Terra Linda parents who contributed to the fall conference dinner for our wonderful teachers. The staff all appreciated it very much.
· Students will have an opportunity to create "thankful" cards for staff in the lobby or library before school on Monday, 11/19 and Tuesday, 11/20.
· New Business
· A group of Terra Linda parents are in the process of creating a Green Team at Terra Linda. The Green Team will look for ways to make Terra Linda a more sustainable, eco-friendly school. If you are interested in being involved, please contact Jennifer Collett at jenn.collett@gmail.com
Guest Speakers—Christy Batsell and Kristine Edmunds
Topic:  Sharing critical tips for students’ academic success as students are growing their reading and writing skills at Terra Linda

· Lucy Calkins “Units of study in reading and writing” through Columbia University is the curriculum that Terra Linda has adopted and the delivery model is a workshop for reading and writing. It supports kids at all levels.  Teachers first teach a mini lesson everyday for the first 10 minutes of a 45 minute writing block that teaches a strategy or skill.  The other 35 minutes kids do independent writing and teachers will conference the students as well as lead small groups of students that might need an extension or to build up some skills

· As parents, try not to focus on their writing being “pretty”, but full of revisions and additions, so there is more writing happening and multiple stories compared to revising the same piece over and over
· A parent brought up concern about spelling not being taught, and Kristine stressed that each word will not be corrected during writing, and that research has shown that spelling tests don’t necessarily predict spelling success.  She also suggested that more reading improves spelling accuracy.
· Currently most teachers are focusing on narratives, but informational unit is coming up where they will be writing non-fiction and learning to make it interesting

· Educators’ jobs at school are to broaden their view of books, and parents’ jobs are to encourage their love of reading.  Their success throughout years of school improves if reading is fun and something they choose over it being a “chore”
· Independent reading should be fast, fun, and easy

· Five finger rule: five errors on a page would be too hard of a book for a child  to read  

· Want kids to read at 96% accuracy to actually help them grow as readers—helps comprehension

· At home: Audio books, re-reading books, read aloud books that are at a higher level for them and helping them infer

· Handout given from IRLA with “Hook Books” listed as well as book series of interest
· Smarter Reading Assesments take place in grades 3, 4, 5

· way to prepare them is to have them read 30 minutes each day

· if they need an extra push, it has been shown that reading an hour everyday can raise their reading level 2 levels in 1 year

· Graphic novels (comics) actually have a progressive path with reading levels 
· “Eisner award” for graphic novels goes back 30 years, and you are able to research age appropriate graphic novels for each reading level
· Audio books and reading books aloud to children are other resources
· Audio book list will be posted on the PTC website 
· “Play Away” books with AA battery  are available at Cedar Mill Library

· Downloading books from the library website is another resource
· To access multiple apps and library resources all in place, BSD has a page for easy access

· google Beaverton School District, go to student bookmarks, click on BSD clever (blue C), log in as student with ID # and password and bookmarks pop up: bookshelf, Seesaw, dreambox, etc.

· students in grades 3-5 know their passwords from what they use with their Chromebooks and if you would like the password for your child in grade K-2, please email Nicole Jackson ( nicole_jackson@beaverton.k12.or.us )
· Coaching tips will be emailed to parents in attendance since reading levels of children were available

· Bethany Library seems to have a better non-fiction section for early readers

· Try to get kids excited about non-fiction since as they get older that is what the bulk of material will be

· National Geographic magazine for kids has great reading options that are exciting
Treasurer Update—Brian Baldwin

· Taxes done

· Party funds have been distributed

· Expense report:

· Expenses so far this year: $10, 251

· Income: $51, 077
· Checking: $40, 667

· Savings $25, 669

· went over that when budget will be up for approval in May of each year and if money needs to be spent, it can be decided how money may be used
· Spring fundraiser that has been discussed may not be necessary, but if we don’t do one, we may need to take a couple thousand dollars out of savings

· savings is set aside for different programs like Artist in Residence, etc

· parent inquired about investing savings, and he was under the impression that savings cannot be invested, according to the by-laws

Volunteer Coordinator Updates—Rick Collett

· Volunteer participation has been amazing!

· Passport Club does need more volunteers

· We have volunteer opportunities coming up for Staff Appreciation Week, Running Club and Reading to students. Please see the current opportunities on the PTC website - https://www.terralindaptc.org/get-involved/volunteer/
· Fall Book Fair Update
· Our fall Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success!
· Thank you to all those who purchased books and especially those who donated books to classrooms. Also, a huge thank you to all those who volunteered at the fair. Book fairs cannot happen without an army of volunteers!
· Sales figures:
· Total Sales: $6, 028.32
· Scholastic Dollars Earned: $3, 014.16
· Scholastic Dollars Spent: $1,610.37
-books for students (prizes): $161.81

-Books for Library: $346.60

-books for classrooms (teacher requests): $1,101.96

· This allowed us to purchase books for the library and the remaining books the teachers picked out for their classrooms. Again, thank you! Your support of the Book Fair made this investment in Terra Linda possible.
· The remaining Scholastic dollars balance is $1,403.79, which will be used to purchase Maker Space items if financially reasonable.  It has also been discussed that Scholastic Dollars may be used to purchase the books for One Book One School
· Next year we will take the cash profit from the fair instead of Scholastic Dollars since we alternate each year.  (The cash profit is much less than the dollar amount awarded in Scholastic Dollars)
· Our next Scholastic Book Fair will be January 29 – February 1.
Other Business

· Rick Collett: 2020-2021 will be the Artist in Residence Year, which is one year further out than originally thought

· It was suggested that author visits maybe should be less frequent than annually

· The water bottle filling station is finally up and running!  It is located where the drinking fountain is across from the music room

· Gavin Redshaw was unable to attend the meeting but sent an email stating that he, Kelly Olsen, Jon Schaeffer, and Nicole Jackson (the Tech IA) have spent a considerable amount of time organizing the donations and furniture in the Makerspace room.  There are still a few things to get to next week, such as labeling storage containers and shelves, but it is more or less ready to use, and it would be helpful to get feedback from teachers on how to improve it.

· He started a wish list for the Makerspace which is listed on the PTC Website wishlist page: https://www.terralindaptc.org/get-involved/classroom-wish-list/
· Christy Batsell mentioned that Nicole Jackson will be starting a teacher checkout for the Makerspace items

· Attendees toured the Makerspace room—exciting to see it come together so well!

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM 
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	2018 Jog-A-Thon Financial Report

	Income
	 
	 

	   Corporate sponsorship
	$5,900
	 

	   PledgeStar Donations
	$21,535
	 

	   Offline donations (checks and cash)
	$5,727
	 

	   Projected Corporate matching
	$3,985
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	Expenses
	 
	 

	   T-shirts
	$2,823
	 

	   PledgeStar fee
	$995
	 

	   Prize costs to date
	$850
	 

	   Projected prize costs
	$300
	 

	   Miscellaneous costs
	$150
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	$5,118
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Projected Balance
	$32,029
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


